
Scattergories 3 

Questions by Will Nediger and Jaimie Carlson 

Round 6 

1. A “mountain” one of these objects titles the magnum opus of Petar II Petrović-Njegoš [pet-roh-

vitch-nyay-gohsh], surely the most important work of Montenegrin literature. The top prize given at 

the Struga Poetry Evenings is named for one of these objects. An Emily Brontë poem written from 

the perspective of the Queen of Gondal addresses one of these objects “of snow.” The shape of these 

objects is suggested by the rhyme scheme of a George Herbert poem about one of these objects “of 

deservèd praise.” The titles of a set of fifteen poems by the Slovene poet France Prešeren [fron-

TSEH preh-SHAY-ren] and a book of poems about (*) Emmett Till by Marilyn Nelson exemplify the 

fact that crowns of sonnets are often named for these objects. The Greek Anthology is based on a now-lost 

anthology by Meleager of Gadara named for one of these objects. For 10 points, the word “anthology” 

means a collection of flowers because of Meleager’s comparison of the poems he collected to what circular 

decorative objects? 

ANSWER: wreaths [or garlands] 

<WN> 

2. A novel of spiritual disillusionment by Étienne Pivert de Senancour inspired this author’s poems 

“Stanzas in Memory of the Author of Obermann” and “Obermann Once More.” This author defined 

religion as “morality touched with emotion.” This poet wrote about how “rigorous teachers seized 

my youth, and purged its faith” in a poem which dramatizes a loss of faith with its image of 

“wandering between two (*) worlds, one dead, the other powerless to be born.” This man’s rejection of 

Christianity’s supernatural elements was influenced by his father Thomas, who was the headmaster of Rugby 

School. This author of Literature and Dogma and “Stanzas from the Grande Chartreuse” criticized the spiritual 

emptiness of his age in a book urging the study of “the best which has been thought and said in the world,” 

Culture and Anarchy. For 10 points, name this poet who described the receding of the “Sea of Faith” in “Dover 

Beach.” 

ANSWER: Matthew Arnold 

<WN> 

3. Camillo Sitte’s City Planning According to Artistic Principles ends with a series of proposals for 

improving this street, which he argued contributed to the “new” disease of agoraphobia. The size 

and layout of this street were specified in a decree commonly known by the name “It is my will.” A 

section of Edmund de Waal’s The Hare with Amber Eyes details the history of the Palais Ephrussi 

on this street. The Votive Church was built on this street to thank God for saving a ruler from an 

assassination attempt. The Danish-born architect (*) Theophil Hansen designed a Greek Revival-style 

parliament building that lies on this street. A namesake eclectic historicist style was used for the buildings 

constructed along this road starting in the 1860s, when it replaced a set of city walls on orders from Franz 

Joseph I. For 10 points, name this street that encircles the Old Town of Vienna. 

ANSWER: Ringstrasse [accept Vienna Ring Road before “Vienna”] 

<WN> 

 

 



4. These people are considered “as a social phenomenon,” “as images,” and “as signs” in a seminal 

book by Richard Dyer. A woman often considered to be the first of these people was the subject of 

false rumors planted by Carl Laemmle, who then took out newspaper ads denouncing the rumors; 

that woman was named Florence Lawrence. Problems like disillusionment, disobedience, defection, 

disentanglement, and detachment are discussed in Jeanine Basinger’s book about these people’s 

namesake (*) “machine.” A film named after this type of person won Robert Carson his only screenwriting 

Oscar. A namesake “system” for manufacturing this type of person gave people like Archibald Leach and 

Lucille LeSueur new names. In a film named after this type of person, Ally and Jackson Maine sing the duet 

“Shallow.” For 10 points, name this type of person who is “born” in a 2018 movie starring Lady Gaga. 

ANSWER: movie stars [prompt on answers like “celebrities” or “actors,” but do not accept anything that 

doesn’t include the word “star”] 

<WN> 

5. The cliché “the butler did it” derives from a mystery novel of this title by Mary Roberts Rinehart, 

in which the butler actually did commit the murder. Margaret Atwood wrote “You confide yourself 

to the darkness. You step in” in the title poem of a 2007 collection of this name. In a novel of this 

title whose Len Rix translation was republished in 2015, it is revealed that a woman saved the life of 

a Jewish baby named (*) Eva Grossman. The narrator of that novel saves a starving puppy from the snow 

and names it Viola even though it’s male. The narrator of that novel with this title guiltily states “I killed 

Emerence,” referring to her eccentric housekeeper, who closely guards the title structure. For 10 points, 

identify this title of an acclaimed novel by the Hungarian writer Magda Szabó. 

ANSWER: The Door [accept Az ajtó] 

<WN> 

6. The English outsider artist Ben Wilson is best known for creating miniature paintings using this 

material as a canvas. A short film directed by John Smith in which the narrator’s voiceover appears 

to control the actions of people on the street is named for a girl using this material. An artist who 

called this material “the perfect metaphor for the American woman,” Hannah Wilke, fashioned 

vulvas out of this material and attached it to her body for her Starification Object Series. A wall 

under Pike Place Market in Seattle is covered in this material, and is similar to an (*) alley named for 

this material in San Luis Obispo. In 2006, a 12-year-old boy stuck some of this material on Helen 

Frankenthaler’s The Bay at the Detroit Institute of Arts. This material shares its name with a light-sensitive 

“bichromate” used to create photographs like Edward Steichen’s The Pond–Moonlight. Some of Maurizio 

Savini’s art made from this material has been displayed in Singapore even though this material is outlawed 

there. For 10 points, name this substance often stuck on the bottom of desks. 

ANSWER: chewing gum 

<WN> 

 

 

 

 



7. In a novel based on this story, Bill is put on trial for “vatricide” after he neglects the baby food 

vats he’s supposed to be tending so he can pursue a personal vendetta. The protagonist of a novel 

based on this story runs away from her father, an exterminator who she calls “the rat catcher,” and 

who changed his name from Frances to Frank during his gender transition. Jane falls in love with 

Hogo de Bergerac in a 1967 novel based on this story. The protagonist of this story bites the narrator 

on the base of her thumb, which she calls her “mound of Venus,” in a (*) Neil Gaiman adaptation of 

this fairy tale. This fairy tale inspired a novel whose protagonist is a girl named Boy, by Helen Oyeyemi. 

Donald Barthelme’s first novel is based on this fairy tale. This fairy tale is unrelated to a similarly-named one 

about the sister of a girl named Rose-Red. For 10 points, name this fairy tale about a woman who befriends 

seven dwarfs. 

ANSWER: Snow White 

<WN> 

8. Emmanuel Chabrier composed a quadrille based on themes from this opera entitled Souvenirs of 

[the city where this opera premiered]. A piece whose name comes from this opera was programmed 

in 1973 on what was at the time the only computer on Princeton’s campus; that Paul Lansky piece is 

sampled in Radiohead’s “Idioteque.” This opera’s composer called its final aria “Transfiguration,” 

though it’s now commonly known by the title of (*) Liszt’s piano transcription, which prefaced the aria 

with a four-bar motto from this opera’s Love Duet. Bernard Herrmann’s score for Vertigo was heavily 

influenced by this opera. This opera is mockingly quoted in the final movement of Debussy’s Children’s Corner 

suite, “Golliwogg’s Cakewalk.” For 10 points, a frequently-used chord consisting of the notes F, B, D-sharp, 

and G-sharp is named after the first title character of what Wagner opera? 

ANSWER: Tristan and Isolde [or Tristan und Isolde] 

<WN> 

9. A work by the Toronto-based artist Ken Nicol adds this word to the name of Josef Albers’s 

Homage to the Square. This is the second word in the title of a Damien Hirst piece consisting of a 

rotting cow and bull, which was banned by New York public health officials. This is the second 

word in the title of a work for which the artist stole the entire contents of the Bloom Gallery and 

displayed them at De Appel in Amsterdam. This adjective appears in the two-word title of a massive 

artwork consisting of glass cases laid out in the shape of a (*) swastika and containing tiny figures of 

Nazis. This adjective was added to the title of that artwork when it was reconstructed after a 2004 storage 

warehouse fire that destroyed many pieces in the Saatchi collection. For 10 points, name this profane 

adjective which comes between “another” and “readymade” in the title of a Maurizio Cattelan work, and 

which precedes “hell” in the title of work by Jake and Dinos Chapman. 

ANSWER: fucking [accept Homage to the Fuckin’ Square or Two Fucking and Two Watching or Another 

Fucking Readymade or Fucking Hell] 

<WN> 

 

 

 

 



10. Because this character “saw every relationship as a pair of intersecting circles,” she lends her 

name to the problem of finding two overlapping circles such that the area of the overlapping section 

is equal to the sum of the areas of the two non-overlapping sections. A film named after this 

character ends with the camera panning up to show airplanes flying over the hole in a church roof 

while the parishioners sing “Onward, Christian Soldiers.” In that film, Mr. Ballard, played by Henry 

Travers, names a (*) rose after this character, who disarms and calls the police on a wounded German pilot 

who she finds in her garden. This character, meant to represent an ordinary woman, was created by Jan 

Struther in a series of columns in The Times. For 10 points, name this woman played by Greer Garson in a 

propagandistic 1942 William Wyler war film. 

ANSWER: Mrs. Miniver [or Kay Miniver] 

<WN> 

11. A song whose lyrics mention this manner of death describes how “there’s a tough word on your 

crossword” and “there’s a bedbug nipping a finger.” A character who tries to commit suicide in this 

manner sings about making “a sucker’s prayer like Rimbaud and Baudelaire before.” In a song 

subtitled for this manner of death, William and Margaret sing “But I pulled you and I called you 

here, and I caught you and I brought you here” while preparing to die in this manner. The narrator 

of “The (*) Rake’s Song” kills his daughter Dawn in this manner. The narrator sings “Go to sleep now, little 

ugly, go to sleep now, you little fool” to a landlord’s daughter, telling her “you’ll not feel [this manner of 

death],” on the track “The Island” from the album The Crane Wife. The main characters of the album The 

Hazards of Love kill themselves in this manner. For 10 points, name this fate suffered by many characters in 

songs by The Decemberists. 

ANSWER: drowning 

<WN> 

Note to players: The answer to this tossup is a single word. 

12. This approach’s “empire” is the subject of a 2005 “anthology of dissent” edited by Daphne Patai 

and Wilfrido Corral. An essay named after this approach suggests that Keats didn’t finish The Fall of 

Hyperion because the very title of the poem is grammatically indeterminate. A film studies 

anthology whose title suggests going beyond this approach was edited by Noël Carroll and David 

Bordwell, who uses the derogatory acronym SLAB to refer to one stream of this approach. This 

approach is described as “the use of language about (*) language” in a Paul de Man essay about 

“resistance to” this approach. The “wars” named after this approach in the 1970s and 80s were the result of 

its rapid increase in influence at the expense of formalist approaches like New Criticism. For 10 points, what 

word which encompasses deconstruction, postcolonialism, and related approaches to the study of literature is 

often preceded by words like “literary,” “critical,” and “queer”? 

ANSWER: theory 

<WN> 

 

 

 

 



13. While giving a lecture on vigilantism at this university, a professor was attacked by Jonathan 

Pendleton, who tried to perform a citizen’s arrest on him and then pepper-sprayed him. A professor 

at this university argued that people commit errors like the “pessimistic bias” and the “make-work 

bias” in his book The Myth of the Rational Voter. Another professor at this university has argued 

that America has used up most of its (*) “low-hanging fruit” and therefore is suffering a “great 

stagnation.” The Mercatus Center, a think tank at this university, has Charles Koch [coke] on its board of 

directors. Two economists at this university host the blog Marginal Revolution. For 10 points, Bryan Caplan 

and Tyler Cowen [“cow”-in] teach in the extremely libertarian-leaning economics department of what 

university in Fairfax, Virginia? 

ANSWER: George Mason University [or GMU] 

<WN> 

14. Donato Bramante organized a contest to make one of these features which was judged by 

Raphael and won by Jacopo Sansovino. In the 1720s, Agostino Cornacchini modified the position of 

one of these features in imitation of Giovanni Angelo Montorsoli’s early modification of the position 

of another one of these features. In 1905, Ludwig Pollak discovered a fragment of one of these 

features and gave it to the Vatican Museums, where it languished for 50 years. That fragment of one 

of these features vindicated (*) Michelangelo’s belief that one of these features was bent, though in the 16th 

century Baccio Bandinelli’s theory that it was extended was accepted. When discovered, the Laocoön [lay-

AH-koh-on] group was missing, for 10 points, two of what body part, both of which are missing from the 

Venus de Milo? 

ANSWER: arms 

<WN> 

15. A man struggling against one of these objects in the form of a raging beast is depicted by a wind 

chime, or tintinnabulum, found in Herculaneum. One of these objects attached to another one of 

these objects fends off an eye topped with a scorpion in a bas-relief from Leptis Magna. A god 

depicted as one of these objects had a shrine on the Velian Hill which was destroyed by Domitius 

Calvinus, and was named Mutunus Tutunus. A type of charm consisting of one of these objects, 

often paired with a fist or adorned with wings, was known as a (*) fascinus, which is the origin of the 

word “fascinate.” One of these objects rises from Ocrisia’s hearth in the origin story of the Roman king 

Servius Tullius. For 10 points, name this body part which was a prominent feature of the Greco-Roman god 

Priapus. 

ANSWER: penises [or phalluses; accept clear equivalents] 

<WN> 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Note to players: The clues in this tossup refer to a specific object, but you just have to give the type of object. 

16. A character who spends much of his life researching this object espouses what he calls the “dot 

theory of reality” and thinks that it’s significant that Gorbachev’s birthmark looks like a sideways 

map of Latvia. A character burns his hand by dragging an oil drum with a fire in it while trying to 

sell this object; that character, Manx, steals this object from his son and sells it to Charles 

Wainwright for $32.45. Marvin Lundy sells this object to a man who has an affair with the artist (*) 

Klara Sax before becoming a waste management executive, Nick Shay. Cotter Martin ends up with this object 

at the end of a prologue originally published as “Pafko at the Wall.” For 10 points, much of Don DeLillo’s 

Underworld tracks the fictional history of what real-life object which was hit in the Shot Heard ’Round the 

World? 

ANSWER: the baseball from the Shot Heard ’Round the World 

<WN> 

17. Joseph Warren Beach’s book about “the making of [this poet’s] canon” criticized the way in 

which this poet compiled his Collected Poetry. This poet wrote “O god, what rubbish” in the 

margins above his poem “Brothers, who when the sirens roar” in a library copy he was consulting. 

This author allowed one of his poems to be reprinted along with four other poems in a 1964 

anthology on the condition that the editor included the note that “[the poet] considers these five 

poems to be (*) trash which he is ashamed to have written.” This poet changed the line “O all the 

instruments agree” to “What instruments we have agree” in one of his elegies. The most notorious of the 

many revisions this poet made to reflect the changes in his political outlook was changing “or” to “and” in 

the line “We must love one another or die.” For 10 points, name this author of “September 1, 1939.” 

ANSWER: W(ystan) H(ugh) Auden 

<WN> 

18. Jean-Marie Straub has often invoked D. W. Griffith’s statement that “what the modern movie 

lacks is” the beauty of this phenomenon. An old woman in the Gobi Desert summons this 

phenomenon by drawing in the sand at the end of a semi-documentary film about Joris Ivens’s 

[YORE-iss “evens’s”] attempts to film this phenomenon in China. This phenomenon apparently 

makes Wirt Roddy’s corpse disappear in the happy ending tacked onto a 1928 Victor Sjöström 

[“SEE-strum”] film starring Lillian Gish. This natural phenomenon, which is ubiquitous in (*) Béla 

Tarr’s The Turin Horse, “will carry us” according to the title of an Abbas Kiarostami film. The first Oscar won 

by an African-American entertainer went to Hattie McDaniel for her role as Mammy in a Victor Fleming film 

named for his phenomenon. For 10 points, name this weather phenomenon which titles a film about Scarlett 

O’Hara. 

ANSWER: the wind [accept “the wind in the trees”] 

<WN> 

 

 

 

 



19. An artist covered in chocolate fudge used one of these objects also covered in chocolate fudge in 

a gallery whose floor was covered with jelly beans in the performance Candy. That artist used one of 

these objects which was suspended from helium balloons in the performance Sky Kiss. It’s not a 

piano, but Joseph Beuys covered one of these musical instruments in felt in honor of the founder of 

the Annual Avant Garde Festival of New York, who was a frequent collaborator of Jim McWilliams. 

The 1967 performance Opera (*) Sextronique involved a woman using one of these instruments in various 

states of undress; that artist also played one of these instruments while wearing two small TV sets on her 

breasts in the piece TV Bra for Living Sculpture. For 10 points, Charlotte Moorman’s collaborations with Nam 

June Paik led her to be nicknamed “the topless” performer of what instrument? 

ANSWER: violoncello 

<WN> 

20. A character with this first name is described by his mother as “chaste, c-h-a-s-t-e” as well as 

“chased, c-h-a-s-e-d.”  The mother of a character with this first name claims that “his life was his 

occupation” and compares the time it took him to write a poem to the length of a pregnancy. The 

main characters of Vita Sackville-West’s The Edwardians are named after a character of this name 

and his sister, who are described as “an apple, cleft in two.” Another character with this first name 

buys a woman a white bathing suit and finds the image of God in flesh-eating birds attacking sea (*) 

turtles. The institutionalized Catherine reveals that a character of this first name was cannibalized by young 

men he paid for sex in Suddenly, Last Summer. Another character of this name is rescued by Antonio, marries 

Olivia, and is separated from his cross-dressing twin sister in a shipwreck. For 10 points, give this name of 

Viola’s brother in Twelfth Night.  

ANSWER: Sebastian 

<JC> 

21. Pop artist Jim Dine painted pictures of these “mighty” articles of clothing, depicting them as 

self-portraits or portraits of Bill Clinton. Josephine and Constantia debate whether to dye these items 

black in “The Daughters of the Late Colonel.” A writer wore a white one of these things while 

waking up at 1 AM to apocryphally drink his daily 50 cups of (*) coffee. Noël Coward was known for 

carrying a cigarette holder while wearing a silk, polka-dotted one of these things. Rodin’s Monument to Balzac 

depicts him wearing his writing outfit of one of these things, which resembles a monk’s habit. In The 

Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy, Arthur Dent escapes the explosion of the Earth wearing one of these things. 

For 10 points, name these clothing items often worn with pajamas. 

ANSWER: bathrobe [or dressing gown or housecoat or morning gown] 

<JC> 

 

 

 

 

 

 



22. This concept is described as “a concrete inversion of life, and, as such, the autonomous 

movement of non-life.” The formulator of this concept argued that it replaced cyclical time, typical 

of the agrarian mode of production, with pseudo-cyclical time. A book which chides Daniel Boorstin 

for failing to notice this concept argues that it “corresponds to the historical moment at which the 

commodity completes its colonization of (*) social life.” A book named after this concept, whose 1983 

edition includes a picture of people watching the 3-D movie Bwana Devil on its cover, recommends 

détournement [day-toor-nuh-MAH] as a strategy for combating this concept. A book about this concept which 

notes that “all that once was directly lived has become mere representation” consists of 221 numbered 

paragraphs and is a key text of the Situationist movement. For 10 points, a book by Guy Debord is named 

after the “society of” what concept? 

ANSWER: the spectacle 

<WN> 

23. One work by this poet asks whether humans “receiving the holy-ghost” would either “lose it” or 

“destroy the Universe / With a solution.” Carl Van Vechten noted this poet’s habit of wearing amber 

earrings with dead flies in them. Another poem by this author remarks “We might have given birth 

to a butterfly / With the daily-news / Printed in blood on its wings” and calls Nature “that irate 

pornographist” before ending with a long series of dashes. This friend of (*) Djuna Barnes described 

“Onyx-eyed Odalisques and ornithologists” in “Delirious Avenues” “lit with ...chandelier souls.” This poet of 

“Human Cylinders” and “Love Songs” coined words in phrases like “Stellectric signs” in a poem which 

describes “the fossil virgin of the skies” and notes “A flock of dreams browse on Necropolis.” That poem 

begins “A silver Lucifer / serves / cocaine in cornucopia.” For 10 points, name this modernist poet of 

“Lunar Baedeker.”  

ANSWER: Mina Loy [or Mina Gertrude Löwy] 

<JC> 

24. This novel’s title character dreams that he becomes a crude rich man who lets a personification 

of Wisdom lick his boots and fondles a personification of Virtue, robbing her of the Ideal. A 

character who admits to developing a preference for this novel’s protagonist asks him “You’ll be 

cheeky with me now, won’t you?” A J. M. Coetzee [coot-SAY] essay on “the genius of” this novel’s 

author quotes its opening observation that “one learns very little here.” The friends of this novel’s 

protagonist include (*) Schilinski, Beanpole Peter, and a disfigured, highly serious boy named Kraus. After 

the death of the Fräulein [FROY-line], this novel ends with the title character deciding to leave with the 

headmaster, leaving a failing school for servants called the Institute Benjamenta. For 10 points, name this 

novel by Robert Walser [VAHL-sir]. 

ANSWER: Jakob von Gunten 

<WN> 

 

 

 

 



TB. An artist from this country painted a woman whose face is half black and half white giving birth 

in her extremely controversial painting God Giving Birth. This country’s national museum rejected a 

painting of a king being sacrificed to stave off a famine, entitled Midwinter Sacrifice.  A woman from 

this country held séances to try to contact the “High Masters” as part of a group called “The Five,” 

and made purely abstract paintings before Kandinsky. Artists from this country include (*) Monica 

Sjöö [shuh], Carl Larsson, and Hilma af Klint, as well as Albertus Pictor, who made a mural depicting Death 

playing chess, inspiring the creation of a film from this country. For 10 points, name this country home to 

Anders Zorn, who painted a portrait of its King Oscar II. 

ANSWER: Kingdom of Sweden [or Konungariket Sverige] 

<WN> 


